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Trudeau 
arguably 
arrived in China 
at exactly the 
wrong moment. 
Formal talks on 
a China-Canada 
free trade 
agreement 
would have 
been the first 
ever between 
China and 
a G7 country. 
It turned out 
that there was 
more value for 
Xi in slapping 
the hand of 
friendship. 


— Cosu, A14 
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SUPREME 


COURT'S TEXT 
MESSAGE RULING 
WILL PROTECT 
PREDATORS, 
DISSENTING 
JUDGE WARNS. 
BLATCHFORD, A4 


QUEBEC’S CONUNDRUM 


Keep the 
cross, ban 
the niqab? 


In la belle province, 
‘secular’ means Catholic 


GRAEME HAMILTON 
in Montreal 


Until last summer, the Cyclorama of Jeru- 
salem in Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré, Que. 
was largely unloved. Visitors to the massive 
360-degree panoramic depiction of Jerusa- 
lem at the time of Christ’s crucifixion were 
growing scarce, and those who paid the $12 
admission often left disappointed. 

“It was just bizarre and I would not recom- 
mend,” one critic wrote on Trip Advisor last 
year. “This painting is from another era when 
pilgrims flocked from all over and were believ- 


` ers, which is not the case these days,” another 


wrote in August. Compared to the soaring 
Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré Basilica next door, 
the Cyclorama was a kitschy eyesore. 

But then something strange happened. 
News broke at the beginning of August that the 


` Cyclorama was up for sale and that the owners 


were looking for a foreign buyer to pack up the 
crucifixion panorama and move it elsewhere. 
Instead of a shrug, the news was met with in- 
stant mobilization. A group ofacademics called 


-on the province to buy the Cyclorama before it 
i: was lost, and the minister of culture declared it 
+. a “heritage jewel.” 


See QUEBEC on Page A5 
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